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Basel, Switzerland, July 17 2018 
 
Changes to the Syngenta Board of Directors 
 

• Jianxin Ren to retire from the Board 
 

• Gaoning “Frank” Ning appointed new Chairman of the Board 
 
On July 16 2018 Jianxin Ren, Chairman of the Board of Directors of Syngenta AG 
retired from the Board.  
 
At Extraordinary General Shareholders’ Meeting on Monday 16 July 2018, Gaoning 
“Frank” Ning was elected Chairman of the Board of Directors. Mr Ning was recently 
appointed Chairman of China National Chemical Corporation Limited (ChemChina). 
Since December 2015 Mr Ning has also served as Chairman of the Sinochem Group 
Co. Ltd.  Prior to this Mr Ning was Chairman of COFCO Corporation (COFCO) and 
Vice Chairman and President of China Resources (Holdings) Co. Ltd.  Mr Ning is 
one of China’s most influential business leaders; he is Co-chair of APEC Business 
Advisory Council (ABAC), Chairman of APEC China Business Council and an 
Executive Director of the International Chamber of Commerce (ICC). Mr Ning has 
an MBA from the Business School of University of Pittsburgh in the United States 
and is a certified senior international business engineer. 
 
Jürg Witmer, Lead Independent Director of Syngenta AG said: “I would like to thank 
Chairman Ren for his outstanding contribution to Syngenta. Chairman Ren will be 
remembered as the principal architect of the successful acquisition of Syngenta by 
ChemChina and this has been instrumental in securing the long term future of the 
company. We are very happy to welcome Mr Ning as a highly experienced senior 
business leader with deep insights into the dynamics of the Chinese market and with 
extensive experience in the management of very successful agriculture and 
chemical companies.” 
 
About Syngenta 
 
Syngenta is a leading agriculture company helping to improve global food security 
by enabling millions of farmers to make better use of available resources. Through 
world class science and innovative crop solutions, our 28,000 people in over 90 
countries are working to transform how crops are grown. We are committed to 
rescuing land from degradation, enhancing biodiversity and revitalizing rural 
communities.  
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To learn more visit www.syngenta.com and www.goodgrowthplan.com. Follow us on 
Twitter® at www.twitter.com/Syngenta . 
 
 
Cautionary Statement Regarding Forward-Looking Statements 
 
Some of the statements contained in this press release are forward-looking statements. 
These statements are based on current expectations, assumptions, estimates and 
projections, and involve known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors that may 
cause results, levels of activity, performance or achievements to be materially different from 
any forward-looking statements. These statements are generally identified by words or 
phrases such as "believe", "anticipate", "expect", "intend", "plan", "will", "may", "should", 
"estimate", "predict", "potential", "continue" or the negative of such terms or other similar 
expressions. If underlying assumptions prove inaccurate or unknown risks or uncertainties 
materialize, actual results and the timing of events may differ materially from the results 
and/or timing discussed in the forward-looking statements, and you should not place undue 
reliance on these statements. Syngenta disclaims any intent or obligation to update any 
forward-looking statements as a result of developments occurring after the period covered 
by this press release or otherwise. 
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